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imbecility was now officially over, and he supported North
when that Minister determined to relieve the colonies of any
real burden of taxation, but to maintain one tax at least as a
token of English rights. The particular tax chosen was this tax
on tea, and in 1770 North became head of the Government.
Had he been allowed to act unhampered things might have
turned out otherwise than they did, but George III continually
interfered. There followed a skirmish between the garrison and
the citizens of Boston in which three of the latter were killed,
and the centre of intense feeling was shifted from Virginia to
Massachusetts. In the autumn of 1773 the first revolutionary
act, as distinguished from the earlier revolutionary resolution,
took place: a town meeting of the citizens of Boston issued an
order, as though possessed of authority, in opposition to that
of the regular Government. It forbade those who were to
receive imports of the tea to take them, and on December 16
disguised citizens boarded the ships and threw the tea over-
board. It should be noted that Adams, the leader of the local
feeling in Boston, in his demand for a congress, dropped the
word * colonies * and substituted the word * states. * A new Con-
gress was suggested for the task of forming an independent
American Commonwealth.
Notth acted at once; he closed the port of Boston in the
spring of 1774, named a military governor, Gage (the son of
Lord Gage), and proposed that prisoners arraigned for rebellion
should be transported to England. This last point was declared
by the colonists to be especially "intolerable."
The Virginians next moved in support of Massachusetts, and
a Congress, now called national, met in Philadelphia on Sep-
tember 5,1774; on the 8th of October following, after appealing
to the French Canadians to throw in their lot with the rebels, it
passed a resolution approving resistance and adjourned to the
following year. North showed real capacity in his next sug-
gestion, which was that the Colonies should freely tax them-
selves under the approbation of the English Government, and
that beyond such freely voted supplies no tax should be imposed.
But the colonials were already arming and training, or at least
such of them as desired a conflict—for it is probable that the
majority were either apathetic or opposed to civil war. But
energy and determination were on the side of the minority
—a large and resolute though fluctuating one—which was
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